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RESPONDING TO RESEARCH   
INVITATIONS

LAURIE LESSARD, PT  / JOHN MCGIVNEY CHILDRENS CENTRE

VIRGINIA WRIGHT, PT, PhD /  BLOORVIEW RESEARCH INSTITUTE

You’re Invited…

 The field of ‘pediatric rehabilitation science’ 
is growing rapidly

 CTC’s receive multiple invites to participate 
in research projects

Many are valuable and directly applicable to 
the clients and care provided at CTCs

Party Planning
With Limited Resources 

…and without a crystal ball

CTCs need the tools and vision to

 Facilitate active participation in research project 
development and the implementation process 

 Be accountable to all stakeholders

 Consider infrastructure needs: 
o client base
o human resources / admin support / space requirements

WHY BRING IT HERE????

So CTCs can…
 Share their efforts and experience 
 Share ideas for project approval 

and implementation
 Contribute to the representativeness 
 of study samples

So CTCs can…

 Participate in exploration and 
innovation

 Be at the forefront of knowledge 
generation 

 and transfer
 Share in success
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From ‘Idea’ to ‘Invitation to Tango’

Idea

Research proposal

In-house science review 
at principal investigators’ centre

From Idea to Invitation to Tango

Initial invitation to CTCs

Practical implementation review 
at interested centres

In-depth discussion and 
start of negotiations 

with interested centres

From Idea to Invitation to Tango

Letter of support for grant submission 
from interested CTCs

Submission to grant competition    
and review by grant panel.

Proposal OK’d… yippee!!!

ZZZZZZZZZZZZzzzzzzzzzz

Waiting time during funding review.

Month by month by month by month by… From Idea to Invitation to Tango

formal in-depth ethics review at 
investigator’s centre

Funding Approved
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Almost  Ready to Dance…

Ethics review/Sr.Admin. review at 
participating CTCs

Final negotiations/contracts

A sample tool

 JMCC tool and experience with use 
with PEDI/WeeFIM and Life 
Satisfaction project(s)

 Future ideas for evolution of this tool 
e.g., 
o add a grading scale
o reorganize by ‘mandatory items’ (criteria 

for acceptability) vs. ‘nice to know’ items

From ‘Idea’ to ‘Doing theTango’’

Idea, proposal, science review

Submission to grant competition and 
review by grant panel.

+funded… formal in-depth ethics 
review at investigator’s centre. 

Initial invitation to CTCs, 

Practical implementation review at 
interested centres… proposal OK’ed

Letter of support for grant 
submission from interested centres 
after

Ethics review/senior admin. 
review at participating centres 
(final negotiations/contracts)

Waiting time during funding review


